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shore of the sea, and dwelt in the house of a Brahman named
Bhojika, and he gave them his three daughters in marriage,
and bestowed on them all his wealth, and having no other
children, went to the Ganges to perform austerities.    And
while they were living there in the house of their father-in-
law a terrible famine arose, produced by drought.  Thereupon
the three Brahmans fled, abandoning their virtuous wives
(since no care for their families touches the hearts of cruel
men).    Then the middle one of the three sisters was found
to be pregnant; and those ladies repaired to the house of
Yajnadatta, a friend of their father's; there they remained
in a miserable condition, thinking each on her own husband
(for even in calamity women of good family do not forget
the duties of virtuous wives).    Now in the course of time the
middle one of the three sisters gave birth to a son, and they
all three vied with one another in love towards him.   So it
happened once upon  a time  that,  as  Siva  was  roaming
through the air, the mother of Skanda,1 who was reposing on
Siva's breast, moved with compassion at seeing their love
for their child, said to her husband:   " My lord, observe,
these three women feel great affection for this boy, and place
hope in him, trusting that he may some day support them ;
therefore bring it about that he may be able to maintain
them, even in his infancy.55   Having been thus entreated by
his beloved, Siva, the giver of boons, thus answered her :
** I adopt him as my protegt, for in a previous birth he and
his wife propitiated me, therefore he has been born on the
earth to reap the fruit of his former austerities;   and his
former wife has been born again as Patali, the daughter of
the King Mahendravarman, and she shall be his wife in this
birth also."   Having said this, that mighty god told those
three virtuous women in a dream:   " This young son of
yours shall be called Putraka;   and every day when he
awakes from sleep a hundred thousand gold pieces shall be
found under his pillow,2 and at last he shall become a king."

1  Skanda is Karttikeya and his mother is, of course, Durga.3 or Parvati, the
consort of Siva.

2  This may be compared with Grimm's No. 609 " Die zw6i Briider."   Each
of the brothers finds every day a gold piece under his pillow.    In one of